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What do you want to 
do after law school?





What type of lawyer do you want to be?





What areas of law interest you?





Why did you sign up for consumer law?





Week 1 – Introduction

5:30 Today’s agenda
Class survey
Consumer attorneys

6:00 Break
Consumer cases
Consumer themes

7:00 Break
Class grading
Final exam

7:20 Next week’s agenda



Week 1 – Introduction

5:30 Today’s agenda
Class survey
Consumer attorneys

6:00 Break
Consumer cases
Consumer themes

7:00 Break
Class grading
Final exam

7:20 Next week’s agenda





Week 1 – Introduction

5:30 Today’s agenda
Class survey
Consumer attorneys

6:00 Break
Consumer cases
Consumer themes

7:00 Break
Class grading
Final exam

7:20 Next week’s agenda



Attorney General

Ellen Rosenblum
DOJ



Federal Courts

Michael Simon
District Court Judge

Bethany Coleman-Fire
Bankruptcy Court Clerk



Plaintiff’s Class Action Counsel

David Sugerman
David Sugerman PC

Jen Wagner
Stoll Berne



Defense Trial Work

Pilar French
Lane Powell

Derek Ashton
Sussman Shank



Defense Litigation

Julie Engbloom
Lane Powell

Marcel Gesmundo
Greenspoon Marder



Plaintiff’s Litigation

James Sinclair
Blarion Law

Justin Baxter
Baxter & Baxter LLP

Young Walgenkim
Hanson & Walgenkim

Kelly Jones
Law Office of Kelly Jones



Underdog Lawyer

Michael Fuller
Olsen Daines PC
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Class Break
Over
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Unlawful Trade Practices



False advertising





Hidden fees



Fraud



False Credit Reporting





Unfair Debt Collection





Unwanted Calls





Tenants Rights
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Attorney Fees



The American Rule

■ Under the American rule, each party pays its own attorney fees

■ A contingency fee means a lawyer is paid only if they win

■ A contingency fee is usually a fixed percent of the total recovery





Fee Shifting Statutes

■ A fee shifting statute is an exception to the American rule

■ Congress shifts fees to encourage private enforcement of consumer protection laws

■ States shift fees to encourage settlement of certain small tort claims

■ Judges shift fees as sanctions for bad faith conduct and rule violations





Negotiations





Litigation Tactics
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Class Grade Breakdown

Attendance 20%

Participation 20%

Assignments 20%

Final exam 40%
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Next Week – Attorney Fees

5:30 Today’s agenda
Introduction (cont.)
Pop quiz

6:00 Break
The American rule
Contingency fees
Fee shifting statutes

6:30 Break
Loadstar
Class action common funds
Offers of judgment

6:45 Speaker: Judge Michael Simon


